GREAT    ACQUITTALS

of the act, the party accused was labouring under such a
defect of reason from disease of the mind as not to know
the nature and quality of the act he was doing ; or, if he
did know it, that he did not know that he was doing what
was wrong/'

Mr. Neve in his final speech had concluded by asking
the jury to let the accused man go out and see the sunshine
and hear the larks singing. The Judge's comment was:
" It seemed to be suggested to you that unless you came
to a conclusion in the prisoner's favour, you are interfering
with the solar system and breaking off the singing of birds.
I am sure you will not have any consideration of that kind
present in your mind. The solar system is much more
likely to be interfered with, and the song of birds much
more likely to cease, if juries upon a sentimental exhortation
fail to do their duty. . . ."

Anderson was sentenced to death.
In June, 193 5, Curtis had another excellent success in the
Court of Criminal Appeal on behalf of the Duke of Man-
chester, who had been convicted and sentenced to nine
months' imprisonment on two charges of obtaining money
by false pretences.    Curtis had defended at the Old Bailey
before  the   Recorder  of  London, and the Recorder's
summing-up on that occasion received a severe criticism
from the Lord Chief Justice in the Court of Criminal
v Appeal.

Curtis had pleaded that Sir Holman Gregory had left
great confusion in the minds of the Jury as a result of his
summing-up, and Lord Hewart agreed, saying that it was
insufficient and unsatisfactory. He continued : " Nor does
it appear that if the summing-up had been what it ought to
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